Reading List for the MA Qualifying Examination

Sociolinguistics
Bailey, Guy, Tom Wikle, Jan Tillery, & Lori Sand. 1993. Some patterns of linguistic diffusion.
Language Variation and Change 5:359-390.

Bucholtz, Mary. 1999. "Why be normal?": Language and identity practices in a community of
nerd girls. Language in Society 28:203-23.

Fishman, Joshua. 1972. Sociolinguistics: A brief introduction. Rowley, MA: Newbury House.
Garrett, Peter. 2010. Attitudes to language. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
Grundy, Peter. 1995. Doing pragmatics. London: Edward Arnold.

Hymes, Dell. 1972. Models of the interaction of language and social life. In John J. Gumperz &
Dell Hymes (eds), Directions in sociolinguistics: The ethnography of communication. New
York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 35-71.

Johnstone, Barbara & Scott F. Kiesling. 2008. Indexicality and experience: Exploring the
meanings of /aw/-monophthongization in Pittsburgh. Journal of Sociolinguistics 12,1:5-33.

Labov, William. 2007. Transmission and diffusion. Language 83,2:344-387.

Preston, Dennis R. 1986. The fifty some-odd categories of language variation. International
Journal of the Sociology of Language 57:9-47.

Wolfram, Walt & Natalie Schilling-Estes. 2006. American English: Dialects and variation, 2"
Edition. Malden, MA & Oxford: Blackwell Publishing.

Sociolinguistics
Statement of "Organic Knowledge"
The student with "organic knowledge" of the reading list will be able to:

1. define basic terms and identify or provide examples of them.

2. discuss and evaluate the major theories and trends in the field. The student should be able
to cite both theoretical and experimental studies to support and/or refute these theories.



